Methods of Observation
Chapter 2: Section 3

Several Observational Methods:
· Testing Method

· Case-Study Method

· Longitudinal & Cross-Sectional Methods

· Naturalistic-Observation Method

· Laboratory-Observation Method
The Testing Method:
· Psychological tests to learn about human behavior.

· Intelligence tests

· Personality tests
The Case-Study Method:
· Example of Case Study:
· Problems with Case Studies:
Longitudinal Methods:

Cross-Sectional Method:

EX:  If studying languages, then will study the  following age groups at the SAME time:


       12-months old; 14 months-old; 16 months-old

Naturalistic-Observation Method:
Differences between Casual vs. Systematic Observations:

· Distinguishing between __________________and ______________ moves us toward the process of systematic observation. Systematic observation is ________________________________________________________________.

· We set up decision rules ahead of time that reduce inferences. A decision rule is a ___________________________________________. We construct our observational research in such a way that _________________________________________________________________. In order to do this, __________________________________________________. 

Laboratory-Observation Method:

· Analyzing Observations:
· Positive and Negative Correlation:
· Limits of Correlation:
